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Main Changes 
to tax legislation 

 

1. Regarding amendments and 
additions to the legislative acts on 
tax and custom administration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the information provided 
by the Taxpayers Association of 
Kazakhstan (further the “TAP”) at 
the beginning of September 2015 the 
draft Law “On amendments and 
additions to certain legislative acts on 
tax and customs administration”
(further the “Draft”) was passed to 
the Mazhilis of the Parliament of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan (further 
“RoK”). It should be noted, that 
currently the Draft is under
consideration in Mazhilis of the 
Parliament of the RoK. 

The Draft, among others, provides the 
following amendments to the Tax Code 
of the RoK (further the “Tax Code”):

 Regarding the obligatory record of 
registration for value added tax 
(further “VAT”)

The current edition of the article 
568 of the Tax Code stipulates that 
the obligatory VAT registration
shall be made in case the minimum 
turnover of the taxpayer equals to 
30000 times the monthly 
calculation index (further the 
“MCI”) set by the law on the State 

budget and valid on January 1 of 
the relevant financial year. 

However, according to the Draft
the obligatory VAT registration 
shall be made in case minimum 
turnover of the taxpayer amounts 
to 3234 times the MCI. 

Estimated effective date of the 
amendment is January 1, 2017. 

 Regarding the calculation of 
advance payments

Taking into account that in 
practice certain taxpayers 
understate the sum of advance 
payments, it was suggested to 
amend paragraph 4 article 141 of 
the Tax Code with the following 
paragraph:

“In case the sum of advance payments
was understated in the statement of 
advance corporate income tax (further 
the “CIT”) payments payable for the 
period before the CIT declaration is filed 
for the previous tax period, the tax 
authority has the right to accrue 
additional sum of advance payments for 
the specified period at a rate of a positive 
difference between the sums of advance 
payments”. 

The change becomes effective 
from January 1, 2016. 

 Regarding the individuals’ non
taxable income

With the purpose of supporting 
socially vulnerable segments of the 
population, it is suggested to make 
changes in paragraph 13 article 156 
of the Tax Code. 

In compliance with the current 
version of the paragraph 13 article 
156 of the Tax Code an 
individual’s taxable income 
excludes the income for the year 
up to 55 times minimum salary.

However, according to the 
proposed changes the income for 
the year up to 75 times minimum 
salary shall be excluded from the 
individual’s income. 

The following change becomes
effective from January 1, 2016. 

2. Regarding the transition to sales 
tax 

In accordance with the information 
provided by the TAP, the Ministry of 
National Economy of the RoK 
presented the draft project on
introduction of sales tax.

As such, according to the project, the 
payers of the sales tax (further “ST”)
shall be legal entities, individual 
entrepreneurs, branches of the non
resident legal entities, individuals 
importing goods into the territory of 
the RoK, private notaries, lawyers,
court officers and professional 
mediators. 

The object of taxation upon realisation 
of goods, works/services shall be the 
cost of goods, works/services, and in 
case of goods import the cost of 
imported goods into the territory of the 
RoK. 

Expected ST rate 3 5%. 

However, due to the fact that the 
majority of the taxpayers are against of 
VAT cancellation and introduction of 
the ST, no estimated date of
introduction of the ST has been set.

3. Regarding the need for the 
business trip certificate 
 
Currently, the taxpayers are considering
the question of the expediency of the
business trip certificate usage and the 
possibility of its exclusion from the 
document flow of the taxpayers, since 
in practice, taxpayers’ employees have 
difficulties with getting stamps on the 
business trip certificates.
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The business trip certificates contain 
the information on departure and 
arrival dates of the employee, and also 
contain stamps of the receiving party
signatures, seals confirming the 
indicated data.

It is also should be noted, that business 
trip certificates are considered as one of 
the documents, which confirm business 
trip expenses for the purpose of 
taxpayer’s tax accounting. 

In connection with this, TAP sent a 
request to the Committee of the State 
Revenue of the Ministry of Finance of 
the RoK (further the “CSR MF”) for 
clarification of the question on 
sufficiency of other documents 
confirming travel expenses for the 
purpose of taxpayers’ tax accounting,
since the legislation of the RoK on 
accounting for commercial 
organizations does not require presence 
of the business trip certificates. 

Having considered TAP’s request CSR 
MF provided the following answer: in 
presence of air or train tickets, order or 
written notice of the employer, which 
are considered as the documents 
confirming days spent on a business 
trip, the presence of the business trip 
certificates for the purpose of CIT
calculation are not required. 

4. Regarding the agreement on order 
of recognition of  the documents 
confirming residency in the RoK 
and the Russian Federation (further 
– “RF”)  
 

Within the frames of the Convention 
for the avoidance of double taxation 
and the prevention of fiscal evasion 
with respect to taxes on income and 
capital gains concluded on October 18, 
1996, the Government of RF has 
approved the note by the order 
№1531 р dated August 8, 2015, 
according to which certificates 
confirming the residency with the 

official seal attached, that was issued by 
the competent authority of the one 
country shall be accepted on the 
territory of the other country without 
apostille and consular legalization. 

The changes become effective in a 
retrospective order from January 1, 
2011. 

Currently, the same note is prepared to 
be approved in the RoK, the process of
notes exchange and ratification is 
planned to be concluded by the end of 
2015. 

5. Regarding the reсonsideration of 
terms for introduction of general 
declaration of the RoK population 
 
On the presentation of the draft Law 
“On amendments and additions to 
certain legislative acts of the RoK on 
the declaration of income and property 
of individuals” and Constitutional Law 
of the RoK “On amendments and 
additions to Constitutional Law of the 
RoK “On elections in the RoK” it was 
announced that the Ministry of the 
Finance of the RoK has reconsidered 
the terms for introduction of general
declaration of the RoK population.

According to the amendments, 
transition to the general declaration will 
be implemented in several stages. 
 
At the first stage, starting from 2017, 
the declaration of assets and liabilities 
will be submitted by the government 
workers (individuals who are 
responsible for filing the declaration by 
the current legislation), as well as 
national companies and state 
enterprises. 

At the second stage, starting from 2020 
the declarations of assets and liabilities 
will be submitted by all adult citizens of 
the RoK, repatriates and individuals 
who have a residence permit, minors in 
case of the right of ownership of 
property or savings in bank accounts 

over 3.4 million tenge, foreigners 
(except for those having release in 
accordance with international 
agreements). 

Under the general declaration, 
individuals will be obliged to reflect the 
information about their assets (money, 
securities, real estate, land, vehicles, 
etc.), as well as information on 
acquisition, tax deductions and property
realization while making large 
acquisitions.
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About 
Company 
 

Grant Thornton is one of the world's 
leading organizations of independent 
assurance, tax and advisory firms. These 
firms help dynamic organizations 
unlock their potential for growth by 
providing meaningful, forward looking 
advice. 
Proactive teams led by approachable 
partners in these firms, use insights, 
experience and instinct to understand 
complex issues for privately owned, 
publicly listed and public sector clients 
and help them to find solutions. 

Over 40,000 Grant Thornton people, 
across 130 countries, are focused on 
making a difference to clients, 
colleagues and the communities in 
which we live and work. 

Grant Thornton member firms range of 
services is comprehensive. Grant 
Thornton member firms work with
businesses and organizations of all 
kinds around the world. 

International services include:

Assurance 

Comprehensive, cross border audits 
provide the assurance that businesses 
need. Teams from Grant Thornton 
member firms are always led by a 
partner, and are professional at every 
level; ensuring that the reported annual 
results are fairly presented. You gain the 
benefit of broad international business 
experience and technical expertise, 
delivered by individuals who listen and 
respond to the needs of your business. 

Tax 

Tax is seldom straightforward, 
particularly across international borders. 
Tax regimes and compliance regulations 
change rapidly; corporate activities in 
one jurisdiction can have a major 
impact on tax liabilities in others. But 
Grant Thornton member firms can give 
you the advice you need to achieve your 
commercial objectives through 
innovative solutions that manage your 
liabilities.

Accounting 

Important knowledge for business 
development is the reliability of 
accounting, transparency and timeliness 
of financial reporting. As such, Grant 
Thornton have designed a number of 
bookkeeping and payroll solutions for 
you to help free up their time to 
concentrate on developing their 
business rather than looking after the 
more mundane, time consuming and 
low value tasks. 

Special advisory services 

You might need advice on business 
risk, corporate finance or project 
finance, forensic and investigation 
services or recovery and reorganization. 
Grant Thornton firms can advise 
throughout every phase of the business 
cycle. They guarantee no conflicts of 
interest and the highest standards of 
professional practice.
finance. Forensic and investigation 
services or recovery and reorganisation. 
Grant Thornton firms can advise 
throughout every phase of the business 
cycle. They guarantee no conflicts of 
interest and the highest standards of 
professional practice.

Valuation 

The quality of work performed by our 
appraisers and individual approach 
towards our clients will ensure you that 
our company can be your reliable 
adviser in taking financial and economic 
decisions for effective property 
management. Grant Thornton experts 
with an experience across the business 
spectrum, can provide a  tailored 
valuation service specific to your 
requirements.



Contact Us 

If you have any questions regarding the 
information provided in this issue of 
our Tax Bulletin, or any other questions 
about doing business in Kazakhstan, 
please contact our partners.

Kazakhstan 
Almaty 

Yerzhan Dossymbekov
yerzhan.dossymbekov@gtkaz.com 

Arman Chingilbayev
arman.chingilbayev@gtkaz.com 

Tatyana Gutova
tatyana.gutova@gtkaz.com 

Saule Bazilzhanova
saule.bazilzhanova@gtkaz.com 

 

Block 4V, office 705
BC Nurly Tau
15, Al Farabi ave.
Almaty, 050059, Kazakhstan

Т: +7 (727) 311 13 40
F: +7 (727) 311 53 12
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